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National Assessment & Testing
Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the purpose of your company?
A: We believe that all students can benefit from extracurricular mathematics, but understand that not all schools have the opportunity, funds, or staff to participate in local face-to-face contests.  National Assessment & Testing seeks to give opportunities to students who might not otherwise get them by providing tests that are accessible to all schools, are inexpensive, and which require very little effort by teachers.

Q:  Why should I do mail-in contests?
A:  There are many potential reasons to administer mail-in contests at your school, from a lack of contests in your area to limited amounts of time and money.  If your school does not have many local face-to-face math contests, our competitions can provide extracurricular mathematics to your students year-round.  If you don’t have the time to dedicate half of your weekend to attending a local face-to-face contest, you can administer our competitions after school in just 30 minutes.  If your school does not have the money to register many students for local face-to-face contests, our competitions can be administered to an unlimited number of students at your school for a single registration fee of just $50.  If you do not have the time to create original materials for math team practices, our tests and solutions can be used instead.

Q: How much will it cost?
A: Each of our competitions has a $50 registration fee, which allows unlimited participation by students at your school.  If you register for all five of our contests this year, your school will receive our package discount and pay just $200.

Q: Where can I find funding to pay for registration fees?
A: Your math department, ASB, or booster club may have funds that you can use to register for math contests.  Many math teams fundraise so that they can enter more competitions; one way to fundraise is to host a math competition for the middle and elementary schools in your area, which can be very easy if you register to administer our Middlementary Math Bonanza.

Q:  Who should take the tests?
A: Our tests are designed for high schools, with easy questions accessible to all students and difficult questions to challenge the most advanced competitors.  The tests have benefits for students beyond this range; community college students or gifted middle-school students (MathCounts participants) will also benefit from taking them.

Q: What tools and materials can students use on the tests?
A: For the majority of our tests, students will need a writing implement, test, and answer sheet, and may use blank scratch paper.  Students for whom English is not their best language may use a non-electronic foreign-language/English dictionary. No other tools may be used, which specifically excludes all types of calculators and computers.  The Collaborative Problem-Solving Contest is an exception to these rules; the use of any resource is allowed, so long as all thought is done by students at your school.

Q: How long are the tests?
A: Most of our tests take just 30 minutes of your students’ time, but if you are testing a large number of students you might spend up to two hours supporting their participation.

Q:  When can I administer the tests?
A:  To officially participate and be eligible for awards, a student must take the test on the official date.  You may administer the test whenever you like on that date, giving you the flexibility to test at the time your team finds most convenient.  If you administer the test more than once on that date, only students who participated in the first administration will be eligible for awards.  The test may not be administered to any students before the test date to ensure that test information does not reach any official participants.

Q: Why must I administer the test on a particular date?
A: After a contest, many students will discuss interesting problems with their peers through web sites designed for this purpose.  If schools could test on different days, it would become likely that some students would be exposed to test material before they took the test, which would presumably affect their scores.

Q: Are there any options if we absolutely cannot participate on the official date?
A: Yes, if you really cannot administer the test on the official date, please contact us to arrange an alternate date.  Typically, if a schedule conflict is known in advance (e.g. school is closed that day), we allow tests to be administered up to a week before the official test date.  In the event of an unanticipated problem (e.g. weather-related school closures), we allow tests to be administered up to a week after the official test date.

Q:  Why do I receive the answer key and solution guide before the contest?
A:  Because of the large number of participants, we ask that each coach score their team's answer sheets for most contests before submitting them.  To do this, you need the answer key as soon as the test is over.  The solution guide is provided at the same time so that participants can learn how to do problems they missed while the test is still fresh in their minds.  The answers and solutions may not be made available to your students until after you have collected their answer sheets.  Because staff participation is encouraged on the Collaborative Problem-Solving Contest, the answer key and solutions are not distributed until after the competition.

Q: I have more questions; where can I get more information?
A: Tom Clymer, our Director of Academic Competitions, would be happy to answer your questions. He can be reached at clymer@natassessment.com, or at (206) 433-7320.

Q: Who is Tom Clymer?
A: Tom has had extensive experience in extra-curricular mathematics, having been involved with high school math teams for twenty years.  Before working here at National Assessment & Testing, he routinely took time off from his studies at Caltech and his work at Jet Propulsion Laboratories to write contests and work with high school math teams.  He has led the test writing effort for three Mu Alpha Theta () high school mathematics honor society national conventions, beginning traditions of electronic test distribution and calculator-free testing.  Tom has also been the  representative on the advisory board to the Committee on the American Mathematics Competitions (AMC).

